Talk by Ron Kangas to leaders in South America:

If we do not exercise discernment in the proper way, and if we do not know the relationship between the churches and the work, our situation will be hopeless.  No one will know what is going on.  People will make so many claims for themselves. But who can discern?  How will the churches go on?  How will the work go on?
Well, we don’t have to go in the direction of chaos.  We can move in the direction of economy. Regarding discernment, now that we have the internet as everybody knows, emails go out day and night.  And, usually the negative persons and the evil persons are more active than the positive ones. One of the most evil of these persons, his name is Steve Isitt.  He is a man of death.  And, he is very active in a negative way.  And there are many others.
So you turn your computer on, here is this email, and this speaking.  You hardly know the situation.  How do you discern?  Well, there are two ways. And, most of the saints follow a certain way, unless they are trained by the Lord.  And, the two ways of discernment are symbolized by the two trees in the garden.
There is the tree of life; and with the tree of life is a way of discernment. And, there is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Well, let’s consider the tree of the knowledge of good and evil first.  Suppose you hear something, you receive an email.  Someone is making an accusation. How can you discern?  

The temptation is to ask, who is right and who is wrong. Or you may try to find out for yourself what is right and what is wrong.  Oh, this man of death, Steve Isitt, he wrote something. And someone else is sending it everywhere.  “I need to figure this out; oh, I never heard these things.”  Could this be true?  Did the brothers behave like that? As soon as you think this way, you yourself are finished.  Okay?  Because you are on the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. You apply that tree to the situation.
So some may decide that this person is right.  Others will say that person is wrong.  That will lead to argument, dissension, division, and confusion.  Who has all the information? There is a statement made about Brother Lee; you can’t ask Brother Lee about it.

If you try to discern this way, you will be brought into death.  This is serious.  You read through this thing, you listen to this thing, you exercise your mind, you try to discern what is right, what is wrong, and all the while you are eating of the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, and you will be the first one to be killed.
And, then if you speak about this, you will spread death.

But there is another way to discern.

This is the way of God.

It’s the way of the apostles.  And, we see this in 2 Cor. 11.  Paul said, “I betrothed you to Christ”.  I am jealous over you with the jealousy of God, that your thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity toward Christ.  Just as the serpent seduced the woman, you may be seduced.  So Paul realized the issue here was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil bringing in death.
He discerned by another standard; not right and wrong, but life or death.

Okay, someone sent me an email.  I don’t know the person.  I read some sentences. Immediately I sense death.  Death can never be from God.  So I stop reading, and I delete the email.  This is death.

What’s the source of death?  According to Heb 2:14 where does death come from? The source is the devil. So I sense death. Here’s a brother in S. America sending Isitt’s email.  So many curious things. But it’s death; therefore, it is not of God. It cannot be of God; but then I go to the website for DCP; and, I read something on [www.afaithfulword.org], and I sense life.  I’m enlivened, I’m enlightened.

Even though I may not have all the facts, I discern the source, and the source is life, that means the source is God. 
Brothers, this is not a mere teaching.  This meeting is for responsible brothers, and someone asked me who should come to the meeting. We just let it be open. So I assume you understand yourself to be a responsible brother.
What are you responsible for?  Well one thing is to protect the church from death. The Lord said the gates of Hades will not prevail, but that means they will attack. If you don’t know life and death, how can you protect the church?  So I would just say this much, there is ministry on this in the life-study of 2 Cor. ch 11 about discerning according to life and death.
I would just add this:  In 1988 certain co-workers  severely criticized Brother Lee, and then they separated themselves, they went their own way.  One of these brothers, in particular, his whole situation is tragic.

I would like to ask him, after you wrote that letter to Brother Lee, and after you began to speak a certain way, what is your spiritual situation?  How would you compare it with your situation when you were in Elden Hall?.
Aren’t you more experienced now than then?  Would you say you are more living now?
When many rebelled against brother Watchman Nee, and some of them wanted to be recovered, Brother Lee asked them, how is your situation?  You say you are right, you say Brother Nee was wrong. They all confessed they were dead. If we would practice this one way of discernment, we would avoid most problems.

I am not afraid to be simple in this way, You say this, and you say this, I don’t know the facts, I don’t know who is right or wrong. But I know when I listen to you, I get death. And, when I listen to Brother Lee’s ministry, I get life. So it is so simple, I stand with life.

Why do you feel you have to know so much?  It’s endless trying to know so much.

Now I hope you can understand experientially, what I am saying. But if you cannot discern between life and death, I have a suggestion for you, withdraw from responsibility in the church until the life in you grows.  Those who take responsibility must have this discernment.

I was visiting a church somewhere in N. America, and that church is under the hand of a dictator.  He is like Napoleon. Every book is authority and submission. And, he was talking to me in the presence of the brothers. He said, where is the ministry today? Is it with you brothers?  Is it with brother so and so? Is it with brother so and so? He had no discernment.
So, I just said to him, “generally, the churches know.”  They just know where the word of the ministry is.  They know life and they know death.
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CHURCHES AND THE WORK

Now I need to turn to the second line, and that is the relationship between the churches and the work. I said this is a big subject.

We devoted one entire elders’ training to this subject. So, I shouldn’t try to say too much. Both the church and the work are governed by the same principle, and that is the Body of Christ.  The Body is the governing principle. When the Body is expressed locally that is the church.  When the Body is active in seeking increase, that is the work.
The jurisdiction is different, but the principle is the same. So, consider the church.  What is the church, a local church.  A local church is an expression of the universal Body of Christ in a specific locality.
When you begin to meet as the church on the ground of oneness, you are declaring that you are part of the Body of Christ.  You meet on the ground of the oneness of the Body, and you begin your church in the fellowship of the Body, but now you are a local church,. a local church as an expression of the Body.
The administration is local.  There are elders in every church in the New Testament, and so the elders in the church decide whether or not they want to invite a certain worker to their place. A worker cannot come and force his way in; he does not have authority there. You may invite anyone you want.
The church in Cranka can invite Pope Benedict the 16th.  That would be strange, but they have the right to do it. My point is that we respect the local church, we don’t step on the administration of the local church. There are elders in the church. So, the work does not dictate to the church.
I think the matter of the church being an expression of the Body, is pretty easy to see.

Now, let’s come to the real problem. And, that is the work, and who are the workers. And, how do we relate to them. First I would make a few observations, then I want to turn with you to the book of Acts.

Brothers, I cannot think of anything more serious than touching the work of the Lord. In the sight of God this is extremely serious. 

When the Lord Jesus came, He said, “I do not do my own work. I do the work of the one Who sent Me.”  This is the Lord Jesus.  He was a man under authority.  Before he died, he could say, “Father I have finished the work, which you gave me to do.”
So here we have the principle:  The work originates with God. That is why it is called the work of God. Only God can do God’s work.  The genuine co-workers are called co-workers of God.  What God is doing, they are doing.

But suppose a brother just wants to work. He says, “why can’t I be a worker?  All these old workers, they are dead.  We are young and vital.” That is how the great upheaval began in Taiwan 50 years ago.  You plan to repeat that history?  The young ones rose up.  They said all of you are the older generation, you are old and dead, we have seen the vision.

The Lord’s move is with us. And, to make the story short, they caused a lot of damage. A whole generation in the churches was lost. And, all of these young workers came to nothing.

So whenever I hear this kind of talk, “oh these brothers that were in the work, they are in the work now, they are old, dead. We are young and vital.  That is all I need to hear, and I know you are seriously wrong; you don’t know how seriously wrong you are. I would suggest to you, you want to do a work, open a McDonald’s.  Open a Starbuck’s.  No problem with that.  Start a business.  But don’t touch the work of God.
You have to realize brothers, especially younger brothers, there are brothers who were in the work, before you were born.  And, according to the pattern with Timothy, a younger one is ushered into the work.  Timothy was a very good brother.  The brothers in the church recommended him to Paul, and Paul chose him to travel with him.  This is how you enter the work.

The Lord Jesus could say in John chapter 5, “My Father is working until now”, and I also am working.”  Then the Lord Jesus expanded the work. There were no volunteers; He chose the apostles, He brought them into His work.  He sent out the twelve.  He sent out the 70.  And, in the ascension, He left the work to them.
In the New Testament we have the positive pattern, and we have the negative pattern. In Acts 13, five brothers were in the church in Antioch, and they were ministering brothers in the church. Chapter 13 verse 2, “And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me now, Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Brothers, who is the source of this work? The Holy Spirit. And, the Holy Spirit decided who would be the workers.  First He said, “Separate for Me”; then he said, “for the work.”
Have you ever noticed that?  We may care for the work, but forget “for Me”. Every genuine worker is separated “for Me”, that is the Spirit. And, then they were separated for the work to which I have called them.  The initiation is the Spirit.  This is the pattern.

Now one of these brothers said I have a burden.  I’m burdened for Asia; I’m burdened for Spain.  God spoke to me so I am going.  That’s foreign to Acts 13.  The Holy Spirit initiated the work.  And, the Holy Spirit called the workers. Then in v3 they did not act in haste. They had prayed and fasted. They laid their hands on them and sent them away.
Verse 4, they then having been sent out by the Holy Spirit.. So who sent them? The Spirit called them, the brothers separated them, the brothers laid hands on them and sent them away, and the Spirit regarded their sending as His sending.
Everyone in the work must have this kind of testimony. I did not initiate anything; the Holy Spirit has called me and has separated me for the work for His Body and the Body sent me out and that was the sending of the Spirit. This is the inner consciousness of a sent one. I didn’t do this on my own, I did not initiate anything.  The Spirit was the initiator, the Body was the means, and I am here by the Spirit for the Body.
If this is not our inner sense, we should not touch the work.  You are touching something that involves God’s government.  You are interfering with God’s administration. You had better leave it alone.

Now I will give you a little testimony, in 1971 in fellowship with Brother Lee I moved to Detroit, and I felt I should serve full time and we fellowshipped with brothers in LA and they felt eventually I would serve full time, but it seemed not yet to be the right time. 

Brother Lee came to my house and I wanted him to tell me what to do, he said three things: 1st, you must have the burden 2nd you must have the faith 3rd the environment must agree and confirm, meaning support thru various means. So I listened, and he wouldn’t tell me because he did not want to replace the Spirit.

So I prayed, and got clear and sought out Brother Lee, regarding being full time, and told him that I do not have that kind of burden, but a few years later, it was time, and the spirit and the Body and the environment all came together.

Brothers, here are the two extremes, one extreme is control. Someone is in charge of the whole country; he is in charge of the work in this country. And, he has people under him and it is a system of hierarchy and control.  If we know the Spirit we will not take this.  This is not the headship of Christ and the Body of Christ.

Those who have been under this kind of thing may go to the other extreme, so they don’t respect anyone with any kind of leadership. You are in the old regime, we are in the new way. Are we not workers?
I would say, you are workers, deceitful workers, and you yourself are deceived, thinking you are something you are not.  You might be an evil worker opposing God’s economy, but that is not likely. Or, as the Lord said, you might be a worker of lawlessness. That means with you there is no authority. You are not a man under authority.  You are your own king.  And, according to Matt 7, you have people casting out demons, prophesying, doing works of power in the Lord’s name, and the Lord will say, I don’t know you – “workers of lawlessness”.  Shortly after I came into the church life in 1966, the Lord used that verse in Matt 7 to put the fear of God in my heart, and I would rather do nothing than be a lawless worker.
In Acts it says, “And certain men came down from Jerusalem.    And when no little dissension and discussion arose.”  Before they came the churches were at peace. When they came down they brought in dissension. There was a conference in Jerusalem,  “Since we heard that certain ones went out from us and troubled you with their words, unsettling your souls, to whom we gave no instruction.” 

COLOMBIA WORKERS

Now I am willing to be corrected if I am wrong, but I have reason to believe that in Colombia certain men are just going out. They don’t listen to anybody.  I am not afraid of my word going to Colombia. The work in the Lord’s recovery does not recognize such activity. That is not the work of the Lord’s recovery. That is not the work of the Body. You are just going out.  Then it says, “They troubled you with their words. This is always the case. They spoke troubling words and they unsettled the souls of the saints.  
Brothers, what kind of work is this.  Troubling words?  The angel said, “speak the words of this life”.  Paul tells us to speak words of grace.  Here they spoke troubling words.  Will this be your ministry?  I don’t know if anyone has incorporated under this name, Troubling Ministry. And, someone else may incorporate as Unsettling Souls ministry.

If you stay home, you have little responsibility. If you go out on your own and speak troubling words and unsettle the souls of the saints, you are in big trouble, not with any organization, but w/the Head and the Body.  Brothers, why should we do this.  Now, let’s come back to the relationship between the churches and the work.

Both involve the Body of Christ, and the Body of Christ is organic. A local church is a local expression of the organic Body of Christ. The Lord wants His Body to increase and spread. For this He has a work.  His work is the work of the Body for the increase of the body.  Assuredly, the churches should support this work..
It was the work that raised up the church in Philippi to which Paul was called by the Spirit. And, in Philippi a church was established and the church supported the work. This is the normal relationship, but how can the church support a work if that work is lawless, if it is not the work of the Body.  
And, what do the churches do if the brothers go out on their own and go to the churches without invitation. Well no church controls anther church. I would suggest that brothers pray and fellowship. All are on an equal basis, and eventually you may have to identify to the church these persons.

In Corinthians it talks about brothers whose praise is in the churches. The churches just have a good feeling.  They say he’s trustworthy. He’s faithful, he’s genuine. He’s honest.  You can trust him.

But also the churches may not approve of someone. They don’t trust him. But all of this is organic. You can’t send an email to Anaheim and say, tell us who the workers are.  Brother Lee didn’t even know who all the workers were..  This is a consciousness in the Body, through the fellowship.  As concerned as we may be for the churches, this afternoon I am concerned for the so-called workers.

Brothers, I really don’t want you to destroy yourselves.  Before I began to serve full-time, brothers who came in long after me began to serve full-time. Seemed I had to wait so long, and I served in a very limited way for 20 years, but I realized something, if I had begun to work when I was young, I would have sacrificed myself.  Brothers,  I don’t want to see you sacrificed. 
Why can’t we do everything in fellowship?

That’s why I asked you this in the beginning.  Do you really live in fellowship? Suppose you are a brother in Cali, Colombia, and you feel you have a burden to visit churches.  I don’t know if there are any co-workers among us in Colombia, but you are in a church.  Why not fellowship with the brothers?  As members of the Body, brothers I seem to have a burden, I don’t trust myself, I don’t want to be deceived, so I am coming for fellowship. 

Suppose you fellowship with five leading ones and no one says anything.  Don’t take that as agreement.

That is an important silence.  No one can say amen. But maybe one of them would say, “I just don’t feel peaceful. I don’t feel we need this right now, but maybe we should consult co-workers in the work and see how they feel – I would beg you brothers, don’t go against the fellowship. Don’t say the Lord spoke to me, burdened me, called me. I don’t know if He did or not.  I can’t say that He didn’t. I can just say that we have no peace.

We in the work have no peace and we cannot consider you our co-workers.  If you can receive that you will be preserved.  If not, the next time I visit here, you may have gone off on your own.  We are in a very difficult situation, on the one hand we need to discern whether by life or by death.  I beg you brothers, learn to take this way.
As soon as you sense death, don’t go any further. You know it’s not of God. But if you touch life, and life increases, you know that’s something you can take.  

We have no way of controlling people.  I expect Steve Isitt will write evil things until he dies, and someone else will take his place. It seems this will never end.
And, brothers are ambitious; brothers are independent. So we need to discern. Please don’t ask me to discern for you.  You are the ones caring for the church.  I’m not responsible for your church. But if you are not clear, why not contact brother ____?  Brother______, would you help me get clear about this situation?  Why would you not? Oh, he was a co-worker in the old days. He is a co-worker in the new days.

What is going to be the future in this part of S. America. Will we go from control to chaos? Or from control to normality?  Now the enemy would like to push us to confuse you.  But if we are willing to humble ourselves, to fear ourselves, and to live in fellowship, and not touch the work lightly, the Lord will have a way. But this is your responsibility.  It’s not mine.  

My responsibility is to share with you what the Lord has put in my spirit for this fellowship.  You know I speak to you with a heart of love. And, you know I have no self interest here. I’m not seeking anything from you.  I only care for the preparation of the Bride. Let us end with prayers, and please bring this into your prayers and fellowship.
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