MINISTRY QUOTES ON FRUIT-BEARING—

FOCUSING ON THE INCOMING FRESHMEN
Spending Every Dollar, Every Dime, and Every Nickel for the Freshmen

…I do believe you all have picked up the experience already.  That is, on the campuses the best way is to catch the freshmen, the first year and the second year.  After the second year and the third year, it’s really hard.  All the students got settled and they got into their interest.  It’s hard for them to have a change, but when they just got into the college from the high school they have nothing settled yet and they don’t know their direction, right, you cut in.  You would take them away.  It’s easy.  This I know.  I have been in the young people’s work for a long, long time.  Actually in China nearly I started the young people’s work in the schools, and we learned on the campuses that the easiest ones for us to catch are the freshmen.  Do everything you can at every semester to catch all the freshmen.  You must learn the way to catch all the freshmen.  Spend every dollar, every dime, every nickel for the freshmen.  Do you all agree with me?

(Witness Lee.  Tape 7E ANC 04, The Lord’s Recovery and Today’s Religious Situation.  1977.)

Three Reasons Why We Must Go to the Young People


There are three reasons why we must go to the young people.  The first reason is that the young people are not occupied.  It is best to contact young people between the ages of sixteen and twenty.  During these years they begin to understand things, but they are not occupied.  Therefore, we must seize the opportunity to gain the high school students and the freshmen in college.  When many young people turn eighteen, they are eager to leave home.  This is the right time to gain them for the Lord’s recovery.


The second reason for going to the young people is the fact that so many young people are gathered in the schools.  No other age is gathered together like this.  Because the young people are gathered in the schools, it is easy to contact them.  In order to catch fish, you must go to where the fish are.


The third reason is that it is easy for the young people, especially those at the end of their teenage years, to have a change in their mind, that is, it is easy for them to repent.  (To repent means to have a change of mind.)  If you present something solid, worthwhile, and interesting to young people, they will take it.

(Witness Lee.  The Spirit and the Body.  1977, pp. 107-109.)

The Parents Will Listen to Their Kids


September is a golden time to catch the freshmen.  Every September we should be able to catch a good number.  This does not mean that we do not preach the gospel to others.  Our daily walk, our meetings, and our communal life are all a type of gospel preaching.  Wherever we live, we influence the community.  But we must purposely form teams to go to the campuses to reach the young people.  If we do this with much prayer, a good number will be brought in.  Let September be the time to make contact and October the month to reap.  During these months, concentrate your time and labor on reaping a new crop of freshmen.  First you reap them, then you build them up.  After that, you may use them to gain their classmates or roommates.  We need to do the same thing year after year.  I believe that each time we do this, more freshmen will be reaped.  Do not miss this opportunity.  If we gain the freshmen, then through them we shall gain some of their parents.  It seems that when young people reach the age of nineteen or twenty, they will not listen to their parents, but their parents will listen to them.

(Witness Lee.  The Spirit and the Body.  1977, p. 109.)

The First-semester Freshmen Are the Most Susceptible to the Gospel
The time that the college students are most susceptible to the gospel is the first semester as freshmen.  By the second year they become hardened.  The third year they become concrete.  There is no way to change them any more.  Don’t expect too many senior students will be saved.  By the fourth year it will be over with.  Their brain, all of their mind, will be hardened by all of those things.  They cannot receive anything anymore.  The most suitable time is the transition from high school to the university.  At that time, right after the school starts, you have to gain them.

Don’t Miss the Opportunity of Gaining New Students at Registration

Among the new students, how many you can gain depends on them.  If you lose that opportunity once you miss that registration, it will be difficult.  No matter how you knock your head against the wall you have to get that way.  That is a right way.  You are really wise to sneak in among the registration.  Ask them to fill in a form.  The new students don’t know anything.  They thought that the school asked them to fill in a form.  That is the best.  They all got into your hand.  But I feel, brothers, your way is very good.
Forget Everything to Harvest the First-Semester Freshman

During the freshmen’s first semester, do your best not to take leave even if you get a cold or flu.  In the North where we grow barley, by May when the harvest comes you forget about eating, you forget about drinking.  The old folks will say, “When the barley is ripened are you still sleeping?”  (Maybe you don’t understand what I am saying in the South.)  If the barley is ripe you have to harvest it fast.  If you don’t harvest it then it will fall into the ground.  That means that the head has dropped.  The barley has dropped its head.  You cannot sleep.  In half a day you have to harvest it.  The freshmen in their first semester are like the barley beginning to drop the head.  Forget about everything.  Forget about the Sunday morning meeting.  Forget about everything.  Just take care of one thing:  to get these new students.  If I can’t get 80% at least I have to gain 50%.  You have to grab this opportunity.
Witness Lee.  “The Increase and Spread of the Church,” Message 31.  Tape Code A5 TPC 31.

(Unedited transcript spoken in Taipei, Taiwan, February 6, 1985.) 

